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[57] ABSTRACT 


A target scanning system for radiation seeking guided 
missiles. Radiation incident on a Cassegrainian reflec- 
tor system images at a focal point on a primary optic 
axis. The Cassegrainian reflector system produces a 
first scanning pattern and diverts it to a tertiary reflec- 
tor. The tertiary reflector has its reflective face canted 
from its spin axis to produce a second scanning pattern. 
The two scanning patterns combine to produce the 
desired rosette scan that is scanned over a sensor. 


9 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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OPTICAL SCANNING SYSTEM WITH CANTED 
AND TILTED REFLECTORS 


BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 


In gyro-optical systems and other telescope applica- 
tions, it is frequently desirable to scan the field of the 
optical objective across a radiation sensor to determine 
the orientation of the radiation source relative to the 
axis of the optical system. Of the various scanning pat- 
terns available, the rosette scan is particularly advanta- 
geous in that the relatively small field of view of a radia- 
tion sensor can be scanned across the entire field of the 
optical objective to produce a circular search pattern 
with a relatively large field of view. 

The rosette pattern may be developed by combining 
two cone shaped scan patterns. There are a number of 
principal disadvantages to prior art methods of rosette 
scan generation. Some systems create distortion in the 
output signal due to chromatic and spherical aberation. 
Others tend to be mechanically impractical for fabrica- 
tion on a production scale. Because the rosette pattern 
is the result of the addition of two concentric co-rotat- 
ing or counter-rotating vectors, the magnitude of each 
must be established accurately by response of the sepa- 
rate optical component. A slight deflection error may 
produce an overlapped or incomplete closure of the 
center of the scan pattern. These effects are generally 
unacceptable for optimum operation of the system. 
The use of a refractive element for production of one of 
the scanning components may result in chromatic or 
other aberations that are largely uncorrectable. Fur- 
thermore the use of refractive elements to produce a 
scanning pattern tends to considerably restrict the 
wavelength regions over which the objective system 
must operate. Also, it is not economically feasible to 
cure these problems by resort to exotic or expensive 
materials. The optical design may be unnecessarily 
complicated when both refractive and reflective ele- 
ments are involved in the process of generating the 
rosette scanning pattern. 

There has, therefore, been a need for an optical scan- 
ning system that is relatively simple in construction, 
produces a predictable scanning pattern without error, 
is light in weight, and facilitates the reduction of data 
relative to the orientation of the detected target. 


SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 


The present invention relates to an apparatus for 
determining the direction and spatial origins of a radia- 
tion source relative to the axis of an objective or scan- 
ning system. 

Target information consisting of energy in the near 
infrared and/or ultraviolet wavebands passes into the 
system through a dome. The dome is an optically 
ground spherical cover transparent in the desired spec- 
tral regions. The target information is then reflected via 
a first beam director means that is of the Cassegrainian 
type and folds the radiation beams. 

The first beam director means is mounted on a gyro 
fully gimbaled to permit an optical scan angle of ap- 
proximately 40° in any direction from the missile axis. 
The first beam director means has a primary reflector 
formed as the forward face of a gyro-mass. The gyro- 
mass is permanently magnetized to act as the armature 
for a gyro spin motor. The gyro-mass is mounted on 
gyro spin bearing and is accelerated to the desire spin 
rate (approximately 100 Hz) by spin-up coils perma- 
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nently mounted in the missile launcher. The radiant 
information received by the primary reflector is re- 
flected to a secondary or convex reflector. The secon- 
dary reflector diverts the radiant energy to the Casse- 
grainian focal point that is located just slightly ahead of 
the gyro-gimbal point. An objective lens means is dis- 
posed aft of the focal point and transmits the image _ 
formed by the Cassegrainian reflector system. The 
primary scanning component is produced either by 
causing the entire primary beam director means to 
rotate slightly off axis by creating an out of balance 
condition in the gyro-mass, or by canting one of the 
reflectors of the primary beam director means slightly 
out of perpendicularity with respect to the primary 
optic axis. 

A second beam director means, in the form of a 
tertiary reflector, is disposed on the primary optic axis 
aft of the objective lens means. The tertiary reflector 
has its spin axis tilted from the primary optic axis. The 
tertiary reflector is rotated about its spin axis by means 
of a small electric motor, at a rate of approximately 4.3 
times faster than the rotation of the Cassegrainian re- 
flector system. Furthermore, the beam director surface 
of the tertiary mirror is set at a slight angle to its spin 
axis to produce the second scanning component. The 
two scanning components combine to scan a rosette 
pattern. 

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide a 
new and improved optical scanning system. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new 
and improved optical scanning system that is primarily 
reflective. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new 
and improved optical scanning system that eliminates 
chromatic and other optical aberations. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new 
and improved optical scanning system in which no 
optical component is subjected to a compound motion. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new 
and improved optical scanning system in which the 
image of the target is focused at a designated focal 
point. ae 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new 
and improved optical scanning system that is fully gim- 
baled and produces a target image at a specified focal 
point. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new 
and improved optical scanning system that is compact. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new 
and improved optical scanning system defined by me- 
chanical simplicity. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new 
and improved optical scanning system that is light in 
weight. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new 
and improved optical scanning system that is reliable in 
operation. 

The above the other objects of the invention will be 
apparent as the description continues and when read in 
conjunction with the appended drawings. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


FIG. 1 illustrates the rosette scanning pattern in rela- 
tion to a typical missile. 

FIG. 2 is a diagram of the basic optical system. 

FIG. 3 is an axial sectional view of a typical seeker 
head incorporating the optical system. 
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FIG. 4 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 3, but with 
the gimbaled mirror assembly offset. 


DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


Referring now to the drawings, there is illustrated in 
FIG. 1 a missile 10 mounting the seeker head portion 
11. The projected field of view is illustrated by the 
beam 12 which describes a conical pattern 14. The 
field of view is shown to include an intruder aircraft or 
target 16 at a position displaced from the centerline of 
the optical axis. 

The structure utilized to produce the rosette scan- 
ning pattern 17 viewed by a detector or sensor is illus- 
trated diagramatically in FIG. 2. The production of the 
rosette scanning pattern 17 involves combining two 
scanning components. The first scanning component is 
that of a cone produced by the first beam director 18. 
The first beam director 18 consists of a Cassegrainian 
mirror system for folding the radiation beams. Such a 
system comprises a primary or concave reflector 20. A 
beam of radiation 22 is incident on the reflector 20 and 
diverted toward the primary optic axis 24. The radia- 
tion beam 22 strikes a secondary or convex reflector 
26. The secondary reflector 26 diverts the beam 22 
toward the primary optic axis 24 to focal point 27. A 
similar radiation beam 22’ is diverted by the first beam 
director 18 and likewise strikes the primary optic axis 
24 at the focal point 27. It follows that any and all 
beams of radiation are caused to image at the focal 
point 27 by the first beam director 18. The image fo- 
cused at focal point 27 is then projected rearwardly by 
an apochromatic objective lens system 28. 

The primary scanning component is produced by 
canting a reflective element either by causing the entire 
beam director 18 to rotate off-axis by producing an 
out-of-balance condition in the gyro mass or by canting 
the reflector 20 or 26 out of perpendicularity with the 
primary optic axis 24. As used hereinafter, the term 
“canting” refers to both ways of producing the scan- 
ning component. 

A second beam director 30 is disposed on the pri- 
mary optic axis 24 and receives the information pro- 
jected by the objective lens system 28. It is to be noted 
that the information projected by the objective lens 
system 28 and incident on the second beam director 30 
is produced in a circular pattern. The second beam 
director 30 is in the form of a tertiary reflector in which 
the reflective surface 32 is slightly canted with respect 
to its own spin axis 34. Also, the tertiary reflector 30 is 
tilted from the primary optic axis 24 to project the scan 
cross a sensor 36. The tertiary reflector 30 is rotated 
about its spin axis 34. The motion combines with the 
circular information pattern received by the tertiary 
reflector 30 into rosette pattern 17 projected over the 
sensor 36. 

Turning now to FIGS. 3 and 4, the manner of incor- 
porating the optical structure of FIG. 2 in a typical 
missile seeker head is illustrated. According to FIGS. 3 
and 4, a missile seeker dome 40 and casing 42 contain 
all of the structure associated with the optical scanning 
system. The dome 40 consists of an optically ground 
spherical cover fabricated from material that is opti- 
cally transparent in the desired spectral regions. The 
dome 40 also possesses the necessary physical proper- 
ties to protect the same in the environmental condi- 
tions the missile normally encounters. Precession coils 
41 are carried on a coil cage 43, the coil cage being 
supported by a mounting bulkhead 61. A correctly 
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phased signal is derived from external circuitry and is 
applied to the precession coils 41. The precession coils 
41, in turn, generate the required magnetic flux to 
move the first beam director 18 in the proper direction 
to place the target 16 in the center of the rosette pat- 
tern 17. 

A primary concave reflector 44 is formed as the 
forward face of a gyro-mass 46. The gyro-mass 46 is 
permanently magnetized to act as the armature for a 
gyro spin motor (not shown). A convex secondary 
reflector 48 is mounted forward of the primary reflec- 
tor 44 on a post 50 fixed in a support window 56. In the 
illustrated embodiment, the primary reflector 44 is 
canted slightly out of perpendicularity with the primary 
optic axis. As previously discussed, the primary reflec- 
tor 44 diverts radiation to the secondary reflector 48, 
which in turn, folds the radiation to a focal point 52. 
The focal point 52 lies on the primary optic axis 54 of 
the system. The radiation is focused at the focal point 
52 via the refractive support window 56, which is 
mounted in a cone housing 59 extending forward from 
gyro-mass 46. The entire first beam director 18 rotates 
about a gyro-gimbal bearing 58. The gimbal housing 60 
supports an outer gimbal ring 63 that is pivotal about 
gimbal bearing 65. The inner gimbal ring 67 is sup- 
ported by the gimbal bearing 69. The gyro-gimbal bear- 
ing 58 is supported between the inner gimbal ring 67 
and the cone housing 59. The gimbal housing 60 is 
supported by the mounting bulkhead 61. The gyro- 
mass 46 is accelerated to the desired spin rate (approxi- 
mately 100 Hz) by spin-up coils (not illustrated) per- 
manently mounted in the missile launcher. The entire 
first beam director 18 is fully gimbaled for an optical 
look of approximately 40° in any direction from the 
missile primary axis 54. 

The visual information focused at focal point 52 is 
then projected rearwardly by the apochromatic objec- 
tive lens system 62. The visual information is incident 
on the tertiary reflector 64. The tertiary reflector 64 is 
rotatably supported by a small electric motor 66 that is 
appropriately mounted in the seeker head. The electric 
motor 66 rotates the tertiary reflector 64 about the spin 
axis 68 at a rate that is approximately 4.3 times faster 
than the primary scan rate of the first beam director 18 
system. The reflective surface 70 of the tertiary reflec- 
tor 64 is canted slightly out of perpendicularity with 
respect to the spin axis 68. As a result, the radiation 
received by the tertiary reflector 64 in a circular pat- 
tern is transformed into a rosette pattern that is 
scanned across the sensor 72. To scan the information 
over the sensor 72, it is necessary to tilt the tertiary 
reflector 64 and its associated electric motor 66 with 
respect to the primary optic axis 54. It will be appreci- 
ated that the sensor 72 output signals contain video 
information concerning the shape or other spatial char- 
acteristics of the target 16 or other scene being 
scanned. 

As is the usual practice ‘in such systems, where a 
target 16 is detected as being displaced from the missile 
axis as illustrated in FIG. 1, the seeker head is pre- 
cessed to align the primary optic axis 54 to center the 
target on the primary optic axis 54. Therefore, there is 
a look angle or disparity between the primary axis 54 
and the optical axis, and the flight control of the missile 
introduces proportional navigational adjustments to 
the missile flight path to bring the primary axis 54 and 
optical axis into final alignment with the target 16. The 
desired result is obtained in the structure embodying 
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the present invention by a simple, compact and de- 3. The scanning apparatus of claim 1 wherein: said 
pendable assemblage. Furthermore, since the actual first beam director means comprises: ; 
rosette pattern 17 is generated by a relatively small, a primary reflector adapted for receiving and divert- 
light weight tertiary reflector 64, the system need not ing radiation from a target, _ : 
compensate for imbalancing forces that would other- ae a ane eon fa pte rs the aera 
wise be caused by oscillating the secondary reflector PMi asl e morreron kae 
48. Therefore, flight control of the missile is greatly P primary op ; 


pas : me and 
simplified without compromising the accuracy of the said second beam director surface comprises a ter- 
guidance system. 10 


: 1 , : tiary reflector, the optical center of which coin- 
Having described my invention, I now claim: 


1. A scanning apparatus for use in an optical seeker 
system comprising: 
a primary optic axis, 


cides with the primary optic axis. 

4. The scanning apparatus of claim 3 wherein: 

said primary and second reflectors are mounted for 
gyroscopic rotation in a missile seeker head, 


first beam director means having a reflective surface 15 and said primary scanning motion is produced by 
canted with respect to said primary optic axis for imbalancing the gyroscopic mounting. 
folding and directing incident radiation, 5. The scanning apparatus of claim 3 including: 

means for spinning said first beam director about said a Sac ais mounted for spinning about the primary 
et ag axis and producing a first scanning 20 and said primary reflector comprises a forward face 

D p . of the gyro-mass. 

second beam director means positioned for inter- 6. The scanning apparatus of claim 1 including: 
cepting the radiation diverted by the first beam objective lens means disposed on the primary optic 
director means, said second beam director means axis between said first beam director means and 
having a spin axis tilted with respect to said primary 25 said second beam director means for transmitting 
optic axis and including a beam director surface the first radiation scan component to said second 
canted with respect to said spin axis, beam director means. 

means for spinning said second beam director means 7. The scanning apparatus of claim 6 wherein: 
about said spin axis of said second beam director said objective lens means comprises an apochromatic 
for producing a second scanning component, 30 lens system. : , 

a sensor positioned to receive the radiation diverted 8. The scanning apparatus of claim 3 wherein: 
Tom second beam seston, places eon per ere tt 

sai Bear dii eeror aurar further folding the mer Si mbaled to allow an optical look angle of about 
dent radiation to scan the radiation over said sen- 45 40° . 


sor. 

2. The scanning apparatus of claim 1 wherein: 

said second beam director means spins at a rate of 
approximately 4.3 times faster than the rate of pin 
of said first beam director means. 
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9. The scanning apparatus of claim 5 including: 

a gyro spin bearing, said gyro-mass being mounted on 
said gyro spin bearing, and the axis of said spin 
bearing is co-linear with said primary optic axis. 
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